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CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT. 





OFFICERS ORDERED FOR SERVICE, AND EXCUSED, &c. 


Navy Department, January 14, 1837. 


Sin: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 23d ult., I have the 
honor to enclose a statement of the names of the officers of the navy who have, during the year 1836, 
received orders for service, and have asked to be excused, together with the reasons offered by them for 


such indulgence. 


Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


M. DICKBRSON. 


To the Honorable the Sreaxer of the House of Representatives of the United States. 








Statement showing the names of the officers of the navy who have, during the year 1836, received orders for 
service, and who have asked to be excused, together with the reasons offered by them for such indulgence. 








Name and rank. 





CarTaINs. 
David Conner, - 
John Gallagher, - 


Masters Com’pr. 
Isaac Mayo, - 


W. K. Latimer, - 
LIEUTENANTS. 
John E. Prentiss, 


Wm. C. Wetmore, 


Wm. C. Wetmore, 


John Rudd, - 
James T. Gerry, - 
Geo. A. Magruder, 
Wm. Pearson, - 


Wm. G. Woolsey, 


Wm. Kennon, - 
Arthur Lewis, - 


Thos. O. Selfridge, 
John Marshall, - 


Geo. Adams, - 
James T. Homans, 


Wm. C. Whittle, 
Wm. C. Whittle, 
Rich’d. H. Morris, 
Rob. D. Thorburn, 
Rob. D. Thorburn, 


John Graham, 
Wn. S. Ogden, - 
Ed. M. Russell, - 





Service. 


Excuse. 





Testing medium guns - 
Command of the North Ca- 
rolina. 


Command of sloop Natchez 


Command of sloop Natchez 


To the North Carolina 


Ship North Carolina 


Navy yard, New York - 


Navy yard, Pensacola 
Navy yard, Boston - 
Navy yard, Pensacola - 
Sloop Natchez - : 


Schr. Pilot, to aid in re- 
moving her from N. Y. 
to Norfolk. 


Sloop Boston - - 

Recruiting for exploring ex- 
pedition. 

Sloop Boston - - 

Sloop Natchez, - 


Ship North Carolina, — - 
Ship North Carolina, - 


Sloop Natchez, . 
Brig Dolphin, - 
Ship North Carolina, — - 
Sloop Natchez, . 
Brig Porpoise, - 


Ship North Carolina, - 


Sloop Concord, - 





Sloop Natchez, 








Severe illness of his father-in-law at his house. 

Detached the 20th December at his request, and without 
‘further reason than the assent of his immediate com- 
mander. 

Dangerous situation of some members of his family at 
that time, but continued his application for the com- 
mand of the first sloop of war that might be put in 
commission. 

Great personal sacrifices to which a compliance of the 
order would subject him. 

Being administrator for the estates of his father and 
brother-in-law, which estates were about being set- 
tled, &e. 

Excused at his request, supported by his immediate com- 
mander, Com. H. E. Ballard. 

Excused from an apprehension that the duty assigned to 
him by the commandant of the yard might place him 
under the orders of a junior lieutenant. 

Length of sea service, and his recent return from sea. 

Unable to attend to duty from bad health. 

Relieved at his request. 

Urgent circumstances, anda statement that he had never 
before asked such a favor, and that he had never lefta 
ship on a foreign station. 

Accepted the order under the belief that he was to have 
the command of the vessel, but finding that he was 
superseded by a senior lieutenant, he asked for a revo- 
cation of his order. 

Peculiar situation of his private affairs. 

Bad health. 


Sickness in his family, and short time to prepare himself. 

Order not obeyed, and no excuse given; but, at his re- 
quest, he has since been placed on furlough. 

Circumstances of a very important and delicate nature. 

Condition of his health, and situation of his private af- 
fairs, and a request for a furlough. 

Excused on his application for other service. 

Extreme illness in his family. 

Excused on his application for a furlough. 

Excused at his request for other service. 

Relieved from the Porpoise on account of ill health, and 
at his request to proceed to the West Indies at his own 
expense, and report for duty there when his health 
should permit. 

Excused on account of his peculiar situation-—being en- 
gaged in the removal of his family to Missouri. 

weeny state of his lungs, and the rupture of a bleod 
vessel. 

State of his health rendered it impossible for him to obey 
the order. 
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Name and rank. 


Service. 


Excuse. 





Rob. G. Robb, - 
Fitzallen Deas, - 


Law. Pennington, 


James L. Lardner, 
A. H. Foot, - 
Nath’l W. Duke, - 


Edward G. Tilton, 
Henry K. Hoff, 


Henry K. Hoff, - 
Charles H. Davis, 


Wm. E. Hunt, - 
Hen. K. Thatcher, 
Charles H. Duryee, 


Geo. M. Hooe, - 


Jno. B. Cutting, - 


Lewis G. Keith, - 
T. M. Washington, 


T. M. Washington, 


SURGEONS. 
Wm. Turk, . 


Wm. Johnson, - 
Ass’t. SURGEONS. 
William M. Wood, 
Amos G. Gambrill, 


Solomon Sharp, - 


Wm. J. Powell, - 
Jno. A. Lockwood, 


J.C. Palmer,” - 


Jno. R. Peckworth 
PuRSERS. 
Fran. G. McCauley 
Jno. A. Bates, - 


CHAPLAIN. 
George Jones, - 


Passep MIDSHIP’N. 
John C. Carter, - 
Simon B. Bissell, - 


Geo. N. Hawkins, 
Francis Huger, - 
Edw’d L. Handy, 








Ship North Carolina, - 
Sloop Concord, . 


Rec’g for Brazilian squd’n 


Ship North Carolina, — - 
Rec’g for Brazilian squd’n. 
Sloop Natchez, . 


Ship North Carolina, - 
Sloop Natchez, - 


Rec’ng for exploring ex- 
pedition. 

Ship North Carolina, - 

Navy yard, New York, - 

Navy yard, Boston, - 

Sloop Concord, - 


Schooner Grampus, - 


Sloop Boston, . 


Sloop Natchez, . 
Sloop Natchez, - 


Ship North Carolina, 


Member of the Board of 
Naval Surgeons. 
Sloop Concord, - 


Ship North Carolina, - 
Naval hospital, Pensacola, 


Schooner Grampus, - 


Naval hospital, Pensacola, 
Naval hospital, Pensacola, 


Storeship attached to the 
exploring expedition. 


Ship North Carolina, = - 

Sloop Boston, - 

Duty in connexion with 
exploring expedition. 


Ship North Carolina, = - 


Receiving ship, N. York, 
Receiving ship at Boston, 


Survey of the coast, . 
Brig Dolphin, - 
Brig Porpoise, - 


Edw’d L. Handy, | Receiving ship at Phil’a, 





Precarious state of his health. 

Excused at his request for a suspension of orders for two 
months, for urgent reasons relating to his family. 

As he had lately returned from a long cruise, asked to be 
excused from duty at Norfolk, to which place his order 
directed him to proceed for the purpose of recruiting, 
but was willing to perform duty at Philadelphia, where 
his friends resided. 

Excused at his request, being an applicant for duty in 
the Independence. 

Excused on account of lameness contracted whilst at- 
tached to the Delaware 74. 

Excused on account of the delicate state of his health, 
and request for a furlough. 

Order revoked at his request, on account of sickness. 

Order revoked at his request, having entered into ar- 
rangements to travel with a sick relative. 

Excused for reasons of a personal nature. 


Excused at his request for orders to a different station, 
on account of long service in the Pacific. 

Excused on account of bad health. 

Excuse: ill health and inability to attend to duty. 

Excused on account of the peculiar situation of his family, 
and his request for any service after May, 1836. 

Being executor of the will of his lately deceased father, 
and charged with the arrangement and settlement of 
the estate. 

Wishing to perform a longer cruise than is customary 
for vessels going to the West Indies, and that he might 
still be considered as an applicant for the Mediterranean 
or Brazils. 

Excused on account of bad health. 

Excuse: has never enjoyed good health in the West In- 
dies, and sickness of his family. 

Excused on account of the dangerous illness of a member 
of his family, but not until after he had reported and 
entered upon his duties. 


Excused on account of impaired health. 
Excused on account of ill health. 


Excused on account of ill health. 

Excuse: circumstances of a domestic nature require his 
presence in Maryland. 

Excuse: all his sea service had been performed in the 
West Indies; his domestic affairs; application for or- 
ders to any of the other stations. 

Excused on account of ill health. 

Excused at his request, as duty at that time would mate- 
rially affect his interests. 

Excuse: professional and personal considerations induce 
a wish to remain longer on shore, he having recently 
returned from a long cruise. 

Excuse: ill health. 


Excuse: West India climate very injurious to his health. 
Excused on his application for other service. 


Order revoked at his personal request, having recently 
returned from a long cruise. 


Excused at his request, being an applicant for other duty. 

Excuse: impaired state of his constitution, from a long 
and severe affection of the Jungs. 

Excuse: indisposition. 

Excuse: unable to go to sea, from sickness. 

Order revoked at his request. 


Order reyoked at his request, on account of bad health. 
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Name and rank. 








Service. 


Excuse. 





Wm. C. Chaplin, 
Wm. C. Chaplin, 
Ed. R. Thompson, 
Wm. W. Bleecker, 
Rob. F. Pinckney, 


Wm. H. Brown, = 
O. Fairfax, - 
Wm. L. Herndon, 


T. A. Jenkins, - 


David D. Porter, - 
A. R. Taliaferro, - 


Edward C. Ward, 
Math’w S. Pitcher, 
Chas. W. Morris, 


James L. Heap, - 


Edmund Jenkins, 
‘. L. Tilghman, - 
E.G. Parrott, - 


Thos. O. Glascock, 
Jas. M. Bankhead, 
Samuel C. Barney, 
Samuel C. Barney, 


Francis K. Murray, 
SAILINGMASTER,. 
John Carleton, 
BoaTswalin. 
John J. Morris, 


GUNNER. 

Gustavus Newman, 
CARPENTER. 

Patrick Dee, - 


SAILMAKER. 
Sam’l. B. Banister, 





Wm. Ryan, - 





Sloop Natchez, - 
Ship North Carolina, - 
Navy yard, New York, - 
Sloop Natchez, - 
Storeship Relief, attached 

to exploring expedition. 


Coast survey, - 
Coast survey, - 
Sloop Natchez, - 


Schooner Pilot, on explo- 
ring expedition. 


Storeship Relief, attached 
to exploring expedition. 
Ship North Carolina, = - 


Ship North Carolina, - 
Brig Dolphin, - 
Storeship Relief, attached 

to exploring expedition. 
Ship North Carolina, - 


Ship North Carolina, 
Brig Porpoise, - 
Sloop Boston, - 


Ship North Carolina, 
Ship North Carolina, 
Frigate United States, 
Ship North Carolina, 


Sloop Boston, - 


Depot of charts, &c. Wash- 


ington. 
Brig Dolphin, - 
Brig Dolphin, - 
Sloop Boston, - 


Ship North Carolina, - 


Frigate United States, - 





Applied to be excused, on domestic considerations. 

Excused, on his application to be relieved. 

Excused at his own request, through a friend. 

Excused on account of bad health. 

Applied for orders, under belief that he was to be an act- 
ing lieutenant; but finding that he would not, and that 
a junior passed midshipman would be an acting sailing- 
master in the squadron, requested a revocation of 
orders. 

Excused at his request, with the approbation of the offi- 
cer who was to command him. 

Excuse: under a course of treatment for a disease of the 
lungs. 

ab a revocation of orders, ks it would be most in- 
convenient for him to proceed to sea at that time. 

Excused at his request, to continue on duty connected 
with the coast survey, to which he had been attached 
since 1834. 

Excused at his request, preferring to remain on duty in 
connexion with the coast survey. 

Order revoked at his request, being an applicant for the 
exploring expedition. 

Order revoked at his request. . 

Excused on account of his private affairs. 

Order revoked at his request, preferring to continue on 
the coast survey. 

Excused at his request, to proceed at his own expense to 
the Mediterranean, and report for duty in the squadron 
there. 

Excused on account of bad health. 

Order revoked at his request. 

Having seen three years and ten months’ sea service, and 
being afraid he might not return in time for his exam- 
ination in the spring of 1837, was excused. 

Excused on account of ill health. 

Excused at the request of his father. 

Excused at the request of his parent. 

Excused at the request of his parent, wishing him to re- 
main at home till spring, 

Order revoked at the request of his father, that he 
might have service in the squadron in the Pacific. 

Excuse: great pecuniary disadvantage would result to 
him in the performance of duty under the order. 

Excuse: having recently returned from a cruise of three 
years in the Pacific and Indian oceans, and indifferent 
health. 

Order revoked at his request, wishing to be employed in 
one of the vessels attached to the exploring expedition. 

Excuse: recent return from a long cruise, and being on 
duty at the navy yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
would have to make pecuniary sacrifices in obeying 
the order. 

Order revoked at his request, through Com. Jones, wish- 
ing to be employed on the exploring expedition. 

Excused on account of bad health, and on his application 
for a furlough. 


rl 














EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


- = ——— 


—————— —— 


Lieutenant Slidell, with a view to prejudice me in 





TO THE PUBLIC. 


I have promised the public a full and official ac- 


the eyes of mycountry. With regard to this, I beg 
leave to make some preliminary remarks. 
The Secretary and myself had concluded, after a 


count of the difficulty which occurred between the 
Secretary of the Navy and myself, in regard to the 
appointment of the commanders to the supporting 
ships destined for the exploring expedition : it will 
be found in the annexed correspondence between 
the Secretary and myself. The letters A, B, C, and 
D, have reference to the publication of a garbled 
portion of this correspandence, made recently by 





succession of letters, (all of which are annexed, 
numbered from one to eleven,) a correspondence, 
with regard to the appointment of officers to the 
ships. The matter of particular difficulty between 
us was the appointment of Lieut. Slidell to a com- 
mand. I frankly stated my objections to him, and 
stood up, possibly, with too much stiffness for a 
privilege which I thought due to the commander of 
so responsible an enterprise—that of excluding from 
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the command of any of the auxiliary ships, an offi- 
cer in whom I had not the fullest confidence ; and I 
may also have insisted on the right of Lieutenant 
Slidell’s seniors, proposed for the expedition, with 
too much of feeling. Finally, however, the Secre- 
tary considered that he would be doing ‘* an act of 
injustice” to Lieutenant Slidell, to put him under 
the command of an officer who entertained such de- 
cided objections to him as I did. This consideration, 
had it been extended tome in the first instance, 
would have saved all trouble on the subject. If it 
were **an act of injustice” to Lieutenant Slidell to 
send him in command of a ship, over which one 
who could not confide in him had the command in 
chief, was it not ** an act of injustice” to that supe- 
rior officer to give the immediate control of one of 
his supporting ships to a subaltern with whom these 
circumstances of estrangement existed, and especial- 
ly as the appointment of Lieutenant Slidell to a 
command must necessarily have excluded all of the 
107 lieutenants who are his seniors in rank from 
any lot or part in the expedition? The Secretary’s 
sense of what was due to Lieutenant Slidell’s char- 
acter and interests, compelled him to deny his ap- 
plication. I should have been much pleased if a 
view of my greater -responsibilities, long service, 
and greater stake as commander of the expedition, 
could have prevailed with the Secretary to have 
given the same weight to the objections against ap- 
pointing an aid not agreeable to me, as was given to 
that of subjecting the secondary officer to a disa- 
greeable principal. As, however, I found that the 
kind feeling which once prompted the Secretary to 
assure me that no officer should be appointed to 
whom I objected, would not avail me, I determined 
to sacrifice my own exceptions to Lieutenant Sli- 
dell, and to surrender to the partiality of the Secre- 
tary, what he was disposed to consider mere preju- 
dice on my part. I therefore wrote him a letter, 
(marked No. 10, written and shown to one of his 
friends before I received his letter disclaiming his 
determination not to appoint Lieutenant Slidell, ) in 
which I waived my personal objections to him, sta- 
ting my willingness to receive him as an officer in 
the expedition, and insisting only on the rights of 
the other officers proposed for the expedition, viz: 
that they should take station according to seniority 
of commission. There was no objection on the 
part of the Secretary to the officers I had applied 
for; but Lieutenant Slidell had the ambition to com- 
mand a separate ship, when the rank of those I had 
previously applied for entitled them to it. In 
waiving, then,- my personal objections to Lieutenant 
Slidell—agreeing to take him in my own ship, or in 
any other, in the station to which his place on the 
Navy Register entitled him, consenting that he 
might employ his time in attending to the duty for 
which the Secretary seemed to consider him pecu- 
liarly fitted by his habits and talents—I was happy to 
find that I had even gone further than the Secretary 
anticipated. While | was making these concessions 
on my part, the Secretary brought his own mind to 
the conclusion that Lieut. Slidell ought not to go in 
the expedition at all. This is made manifest by the 
two last letters, which I annex, and to which I par- 
ticularly invite the attention of the reader. In com- 
municating the conclusion of this matter to Lieut. 
Slidell, the Secretary could not have failed, in jus- 
tice to himself or tome, to make known my ulti- 
mate proposition, as well as his ultimate decision; 
and this brings me to the point of the garbled cor- 
respondence. 





Lieut. Slidell, with a full knowledge (as I must} 
presume from the whole tenor of his publication) of | 
all the facts narrated in the whole correspondence | 


—=— anf 
now laid before the public, gave only two of my 
letters publicity.* 

Neither of these present the final position assum- 
ed by me in my correspondence with the Secretary. 
They only show the grounds taken by me in urging 
my objections upon him. They show nothing of 
the concessions made by me; the total surrender of 
my personal wishes to those of the Secretary; in a 
word, the surrender of every thing (but the rights 
of others, and the honor of the profession, involved 
in the principle of maintaining rank and seniorities 
of officers) to secure a harmonious co-operation be- 
tween myself and the head of the Department in 
forwarding the expedition. All this Lieut. Slidell 
conceals by the artifice of garbling facts, and pre- 
senting partial statements, and does this in violation 
of all the principles of justice and of fair dealing. 

From the letters marked A, B, C, and D, it will 
be seen that the Secretary himself considered a 
correspondence like that between himself and me 
confidential. He would not have shown my letters 
to Lieut. Slidell without my consent, and he has 
peremptorily refused me access to correspondence 
concerning that gentleman, to which I felt myself 
entitled, to counteract the use made of mine. This 
rule grows out of the necessity of preventing quar- 
rels and personai collisions among the officers of the 
navy, and consequent detriment tothe service. I 
gave my consent to the communication of my cor- 
respondence to Lieut. Slidell; but I did not give my 
consent to the publication; it never wasasked. The 
publisher must have known, that neither I nor any 
other man would have been willing that a partial 
publication should be made of a correspondence, 
which gave only such an aspect of the controversy 
as might possibly be perverted to injure the party 
whose garbled correspondence was ‘given. With- 
out consulting me, and in violation of the spirit of 
the rules which control the service, Lieut. Slidell 
published what he had no right even to see without 
my consent. He published too, at the hazard of 
renewing unpleasant feelings, and an angry contro- 
versy between the Secretary and myself, which I 
was willing to make almost any sacrifice to close; 
and no doubt for the express purpose of jeoparding 
the great national enterprise, by exciting repug- 
nance to it in Congress, and by renewing the schism 
between the head of the Department and the com- 
mander, and exciting parties, growing out of suela 
altercations, against it, both in Congress, in the 
country, and inthe navy. I give this as a specimen 
of the professional honor, the elevation of charac- 
ter, and the patriotism of Lieut. Slidell. I come 
now to the main point, which, as it deeply concerns 
my official qualifications and character, is the prin- 
cipal consideration which has induced this publica- 
tion. 

In the exposition which Lieutenant Slidell has 
submitted to the public, to show the intimacy sub- 
sisting between himself and the head of the Depart- 
ment in relation to preliminary preparations for the 
expedition, and give color to the insinuation he af- 
terwards makes in regard to the Secretary’s want of 
confidence in me, and to give credit to the direct 
charge of my exerting an improper influcnce to ob- 
tain the place of commander, he says he had with the 
Secretary ‘fA SEMI-OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 





* Although Mr. Dickerson acknowledges that he 
only furnished Mr. Slidell with copies of two of my 
letters, (those of the 22d of August and 2d of Sep- 
tember, ) yet therecan be little doubt that the Secre- 
tary, in his correspondence with Mr. Slidell, com- 
municated all that had passed between him and my- 
self upon the subject. 
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which extended to two or three letters, in the last of 
which, dated May 26, 1836, the Secretary did me 
(Slidell) the honor to consult me concerning the ex- 
ploring expedition, the act authorizing which was on 
the eve of becoming a law.” As at this point of 
time, the thoughts of the Secretary were necessa- 
rily drawn to the appointment of officers, Lieuten- 
ant Slidell leaves the inference in the mind, that the 
declaration which he makes in regard to my appoint- 
ment, and which he says he makes ‘‘ not without 
sufficient authority,”” was warranted by his ‘* semi- 
cal correspondence.”? He says, ** What Captain 
Jones, then, has applied to me without sufficient 
authority, I may, without the danger of a like mis- 
take, refer back to himself; and 1 may say in hisown 
words, that no Secretary of the Navy ‘would, if 
untrammelled in his selection, ever have thought of 
naming” Captain Jones to the command of this ex- 
pedition. If unaffected by improper influence of 
members of Congress, acting ex officio, and without 
responsibility, for results, if urged by no pressure 
from without, a Secretary of the Navy, making such 
a selection, would have gone into the records of his 
Department to see what captain was best fitted for 
so important a command, by past services, by the 
exhibition of great resources in situations of difficulty, 
and, above all, by length of experience at sea.” 

This passage contains imputations which 1 owe it 
to my character to repel; and fortunately I have it 
in my power, so far as Secretary Dickerson is in- 
volved by Lieutenant Slidell, for the positive asser- 
tion to convict him of a downright violation of truth. 

In the first place, the Secretary says, in reference 
to Lieutenant Slidell’s *« semi-official”” assumption, 
** We have no communications that may be consid- 
ered semi-official.” 

In the second place, in reply to my inquiry as to 
the alleged mode of my obtaining the command of 
the expedition, which Lieutenant Slidell describes 
and avouches as ‘*not without sufficient authority, 
and without danger of mistake,” the Secretary ex- 
pressly contradicts him. He declares ‘‘that he 
(Lieutenant Slidell) nas No sucw auTHORITY FROM 
mE.” Now, as the Secretary was the only ** suffi- 
cient authority” for a declaration which involved his 
private feelings and intentions, it follows that the 
Secretary’s solution of the boldness of Lieutenant 
Slidell’s semi-official and authorized proclamation is 
the true one. ‘*I presume (says the Secretary) 
that Lieutenant Slidell has hazarded this opinion 
upon his own authority asa retort,” &c. (See the 
Secretary’s letter, marked D.) Lieutenant Slidell’s 
only authority, then, for a circumstantial story of the 
Secretary’s reluctance to appoint me, being over- 
come by ‘‘the improper influence of members of 
Congress, acting ex officio,and without responsibility 
for results;” this ‘* pressure from without,” upon the 
Secretary of the Navy, is, according to the express 
admission of Lieutenant Slidell’s fast friend, to be 
attributed to that bold impudence, which will hazard 
positive assertions without authority, and declare that 
it is done upon ‘sufficient authority, without dan- 
ger of mistake.” 

But as to the merits of the main issue. I was se- 
lected by the President and Secretary of the Navy, 
without the sinister influence which Lieutenant Sli- 
dell attributes to members of Congress. While the 
expedition was but in contemplation, the Secretary 
of the Navy, (Mr. Dickerson, ) who considered that, 
from my experience as a commander in the Pacific, 
my views were entitled to consideration, expressed 
his intention to consult me on the proposed expedi- 
tion, should the same be authorized by Congress. 
The Secretary did not then say to me that I was de- 


munication precisely as well as I understood his sub- 

sequent written invitation to the command. It was 

meant by the Secretary as an intimation that I might 

hold myself in readiness for the appointment, and 

direct my mind to preparation for the arduous and 

responsible service, without directly committing 

himself to give me a station which had not then been 

created. I did not ascribe the subsequent action of 
the Secretary as proceeding altogether from his 

knowledge of the fact that I had some acquaintance 

with the seas which the expedition was designed to 
navigate, and had written a minute journal of a 
former voyage, giving me the advantage of informa- 
tion and experienee, which might form a basis from 
which to take a new and near departure in the 
proposed discoveries. I ascribed somewhat of the 
preference for me shown in the Secretary’s invita- 
tation, to the President’s personal knowledge of me. 

I had served near him at New Orleans. He, as well 
as my country, was pleased to give me credit for 
having done my duty on a sort of forlorn hope, ina 
desperate resistance of the approach of the English 
fleet and land forces in that quarter, in the frail ves- 
sels committed to my charge. He was aware of the 
sufferings I endured when wounded, anda prisoner 
on board of the enemy’s ships. He was sensible of 
the long, the arduous, and the dangerous service to 
which I had been previously exposed in the Gulf of 
Mexico for a succession of years, from the diseases of 
the climate, and in a war against pirates and assas- 
sins; and while he thought, probably, that the hardi- 
hood acquired in such a school, together with more 
than thirty years’ devotion to my profession, fitted 
me in some degree for the new. enterprise, I may 
probably, in part, impute to his known disposition to 
reward those who have labored faithfully in the same 
cause with himself, the late distinguished honor that 
has been conferred upon me. At all events, Iam 
not indebted for it to solicitation. None was made 
by me--none by any others, at my instance; and the 
whole charge of improper influence being brought 
to bear to vanquish the Secretary’s reluctance to my 
appointment, is sheer fabrication. 

The allegation of unfitness for the command, and 
of being indebted for it to unworthy means, (now 
urged against me by Lieutenant Slidell, ) shows how 
dangerous a colleague he would have been for me 
in the expedition. He certainly did not entertain 
the proper feelings towards me as a superior, and 
such as would render him useful to me as my second 
in command. This itself goes far to justify, on my 
part, the want of confidence which 1 so frankly ex- 
pressed in the beginning, in regard to this individual. 
There are a multitude of circumstances, which I 
could substantiate by testimony, to manifest to all the 
world that my early distrust of this person was not 
unreasonable at first, and whichwould confirm them 
beyond contradiction now. — But I forbear to compli- 
cate the subject with any thing out of the record. 

In the case, as made out by himself, there are 
badges to mark him as a most unfit cgmpanion for a 
commander on a voyage of discovery. Before em- 
barcation-—before temptation was in his way, he has 
shown himself worthy to be ranked with the treach- 
erous Pinzons, who betrayed Columbus. 

In conclusion, I must express the hope that the 
publication of Lieutenant Slidell will fail, in one 
point at least, which it was certainly intended, and 
was most likely to accomplish. Through the pre- 


possessions of the Secretary of the Navy, who had 
almost made the Lieutenant’s cause his own, the lat- 
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brought to bear against me and the expedition, 
should any fit occasion arise for exerting it during 
the session of Congress. In this, so far as my feel- 
ings are concerned, he will be disappointed. I re- 
gard Secretary Dickerson as an honest and useful 
man, who for a long series of years has rendered 
valuable services to his country. His kind heart 
has, I think, engaged him too warmly in the cause 
of one unworthy of his confidence. His conduct to 
me, growing out of this circumstance, if faulty, is 
the fault of good nature, and if any unpleasant sen- 
sations of the late disagreement between us yet re- 
main with him, I know it will not be long before he 
banishes them from his bosom. For myself, I can 
truly say, that all the unkind thoughts 1, for the mo- 
ment, entertained, are already given to the winds. 
THOS. AP CATESBY JONES, 
Capt. U. S. Navy. 
Wasaineton, Jan. 7, 1837. 


A. 
Oxup Point Comrort, Dec. 15, 1836. 

Sin: The Army and Navy Chronicle of the 1st 
instant, (a weekly newspaper, published at Washing- 
ton City, by B. Homans, Esq.) under the head of 
“* Official Correspondence connected with the Southern 
Exploring expedition, with comments upon the same 
by Lieutenant A. Slidell, U. S. Navy,” contains two 
of my official letters addressed. to the head of the 
Navy Department; one bearing date August 22, the 
other September 2, 1836. That the honorable Sec- 
retary of the Navy can have sanctioned the publica- 
tion of official correspondence for personal purposes, 
mutilated, too, by withholding the letters most material 
to arightful understanding of the subject-matter, I can 
never believe upon the bare assertion of Lieutenant 
Slidell. I must therefore take it for granted that 
Mr. Slidell has (in violation of that well-understood 
usage and common law of the service which forbids 
the publication, by any officer, of any official com- 
munication or public documents, without permission 
from proper authorities) furnished the aforesaid 
letters for publication, in violation of his duty as an 
officer of the navy.. I theiefore ask for his arrest 
and trial by Court Martial. 

I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
THOS. AP CATESBY JONES, 
Captain U. S. Navy. 
Hon. Manton DIcKERSON, 


Secretary of the Navy. 


The preceding has been carefully compared with 
the original on file in the Navy Department, and it 
ig a true copy. 

JOHN BOYLE, 
Chief Clerk Navy Department. 
January 6, 1837. 


B. 
Navy DerartmeEnt, Dec. 26, 1836. 


Sir: I received your letter of the 15th instant the 
day before yesterday, (Saturday, ) to which I reply, 
that your letters of the 22d of August and 2d of 
September last, containing the reasons alleged by 
you for objecting to Lieutenant Slidell as the com- 
mander of one of the smaller vessels on the South 
Sea Exploring Expedition, or to his being employ- 
ed in any other capacity on that expedition, were not 
considered as confidential, but such as I might with 
with propriety have communicated to Lieutenant 
Slidell, for the purpose of giving him an opportuni- 
ty of.answering the allegations made against him. 

Indeed, I would not have suffered those allegations 





to remain upon the files of my office, with an under- 
standing that they should not be communicated to 
the person against whom they were made, had you 
desired it; which, certainly, you did not. Lieutenant 
Slidell, knowing that you had made objections to him, 
and supposing that they might be in writing, re- 
quested me to communicate them to him, if such 
were in my office. Although I was certain you were 
willing that Lieutenant Slidell, as well as the public, 
should know what you had alleged against him, yet 
[ declined giving him the information until I obtain- 
ed your consent. On mentioning to you that Lieu- 
tenant Slidell had requested the information con- 
tained in those letters, and that I had declined to 
give it until I consulted you, you most freely, and 
without the least hesitation, consented that he should 
have copies of the letters. I sent them to him, and 
stated, asa matter of justice to yourself, that it was 
done with your consent. 

Being thus possessed of those copies, I can see no 
reason against his making them public, unless re- 
strained by some regulation of the Navy Department, 
which restraint has been removed. Although I felt 
some reluctance to seeing any publication upon this 
subject, yet, at the solicitation of Lieutenant Slidell, 
whom I considered an injured man, I consented to 
his publishing whatever I had communicated to him, 
if, in his opinion, it was necessary to his justification 
and defence. By persevering in your opposition to 
him, you carried your point of excluding him from 
the command of one of the smaller vessels of the ex- 
pedition, to which I had determined to appoint him, 
and that with the approbation of the President. I 
reluctantly assented to his exclusion, rather than put 
a stop to the preparations for the expedition, which 
seemed to be your purpose, so far as you were con- 
cerned, unless you were gratified in this particular. 

In his peculfar situation, Lieutenant Slidell con- 
sidered that he had no tribunal to which he could 
appeal, except the public; and I think it would be 
tard to deprive him of that. Besides, it is but justice 
to myself, that the public should know that I had not 
abandoned a meritorious officer without some efforts 
to sustain him. 

Neither your letters nor my answers contain any 
thing you could wish to conceal from the public; and 
no injury is done to you by theif publication. 

If Lieutenant Slidell has been unjust to you in his 
comments, he is censurable for that. Iam not sen- 
sible that your letters were in any way mutilated; 
and I assure you there has not been any design to 
withhold ‘letters most material to a rightful under- 
standing of the subject-matter.” 

The information, which I stated to you was asked 
for, | communicated. I did not think it necessary to 
communicate more than I did, although there was 
no disposition to withhold any thing connected with 
the subject. 

1 very atm, very respectfully, 
Your obedient humble servart, 
M. DICKERSON. 

Com. T. Ar Catessy Jones, 

Comd’g. U. 8. Exploring Expedition. 


Cc. 
Wasuineton, Dec. 31, 1836. 


_ Sr: Your letter of the 26th current, in answer to 
mine of the 15th instant, was returned* to me yester. 





* This letter was received the previous day, but 
was without the Secretary’s name, and was sent back 
for his signature. 

T. AP C. J. 
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day. LIhope you will pardon the pertinacity with 
which I repudiate the chatge of having made any 
allegations against Lieutenant Slidell which made an 
appeal to public sympathy proper, or at all neces- 
sary. It would be arrogating to myself more, indeed, 
than the most ambitious could ever dream of, to sup- 
pose that a mere expression of my preference for a 
senior officer of great merit and experience could 
in any way do injustice to a meritorious junior of less 
pretension. ‘* Such, then, is the head and front of my 
offending.” 

Construing your letter, now under consideration, 
as exonerating Mr. Slidell from official accountabili- 
ty, and seeing that you have changed the venwe from 
the martial board of honor to the columns of a news- 
paper, I too must claim the privilege of being heard, 
in my own defence, through the same medium. 

I therefure respectfully ask for authenticated copies 
of the following letters and papers, viz: of a memo- 
randum or communication from me, dated July 2d, 
1836; of letters dated July 9th, August 17th and 
22d; September 2d and 14th; and of November 7th 
too; also, copies of all letters and communications, 
official, semi-official, or of other character, relating 
to me, or in anywise concerning the exploring ex- 
pedition, or any of officers, civil or naval, connected 
therewith; also, any communication or communica- 
tions from the Navy Department to the President of 
the United States, with his reply thereto, or decision 
thereon, wherein Iam concerned. I also ask per- 
mission to make such use of the foregoing papers, or 
any of them, together with the answers thereto; and 
to publish, whole or in any part, my official report 
of the Peacock’s cruisejto the Pacific and South Sea 
islands, (under my command,) in the years 1826 
and ’27. Should I deem such use or publication 
necessary to vindicate myself before the public, I 
must also ask the honorable Secretary of the Navy 
to furnish me with the authority upon which Lieut. 
A. Slidell makes the allegation in the following para- 
graph, taken from his publication in the Army and 
Navy Chronicle of the 1st of December: ‘* What 
Captain Jones, then, has applied to me without suf- 
ficient authority, [I may, without the danger of a like 
mistake, refer back to himself; and I maysay, in his 
own words, that no Secretary of the Navy ‘ would, 
if untrammelled in his selection, ever have thought 
of naming’ Captain Jones to the command of this 
expedition. If unaffected by improper influence of 
members of Congress, acting ex-officio and without 
responsibility, for results; if urged by no pressure 
from without, a Secretary of the Navy, making such 
a selection, would have gone into the records of his 
Department to see what captain was best fitted for 
so important a command by past services, by the ex- 
hibition of great resources in situations of difficulty, 
and, above all, by length of experience at sea.” 

As the preparation and arrangements for the pub- 
lication of the foregoing documents will necessarily 
occupy some days, and the public interest, no less 
than my own reputation, demands a speedy refuta- 
tion of the vituperative attack which has been made 
on me, I respectfully request an early answer to this 
letter, with your permission to proceed with the 
publication of the documents deemed necessary to 
disabuse the public mind 

{ have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
T. AP- CATESBY JONES, 
Captain U. S. Navy. 
Hon. Manton Dicxeasoy, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
JOHN BOYLE, 
Chief Clerk Navy Department. 
January 6, 1837. 


True copy: 
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D. 
Navy Derartment, January 4, 1837. 

Sir: Your letter of the 31st ultimo was received 
between three and four o’clock yesterday after- 
noon. , 

You say, ‘* construing your letter now under con- 
sideration as exonerating Mr. Slidell from official 
accountability, and seeing that you have changed 
the venue from the martial board of honor to the 
columns of a newspaper, 1, too, must claim the 
privilege of being heard in my own defence, through 
the same medium.” 

If, after you had succeeded in excluding Mr. 
Slidell from the command of one of the smaller 
vessels on the exploring expedition, and putting 
upon the files of this Department allegations which 
you were willing should be communicated to him, 
and which heat least considered injurious to his 
character and standing as an officer of the navy, you 
should be disposed to silence him, and prevent his 
appeal to the public, by the terrors of a court mar- 
tial, which I cannot believe, then have I so far inter- 
fered as to relieve him from the restriction of any 
rule of this Department that would prevent his 
publishing the letters which I sent him, as I have 
heretofore stated to you, and no farther. He is 
accountable to you for any thing he publishes re- 
specting you, either by court martial or other 
tribunal that you may think proper to select. 

Mr. Slidell has made his case known through the 
columns of a newspaper; and you claim the privilege 
of being heard in your own defence through the 
same medium, which certainly will not be denied 
to you. 

You request me to furnish you with the authority 
upon which Lieutenant Slidell makes the allegation, 
that no Secretary of the Navy would, if untrammel- 
led in his selection, ever have thought of naming 
Captain Jones to the command of this expedition, 
&c. I do not know upon what authority Lieutenant 
Slidell makes the allegation which you have quoted. 
He has no such authority from me. I presume that 
Lieutenant Slidell has hazarded this opinion upon 
his own authority, as a retort for a somewhat similar 
allegation which you had made against him. Iam 
sorry either of the allegations was made; and I think 
them both unjust. 

You ask authenticated copies of several letters 
from yourself to the Department, which you enu- 
merate, which shall be made out for you as soon as it 
can conveniently be done. You ask, also, copies of 
all letters and communications, official, semi-official, 
or of other character, relating to you, or in any wise 
concerning the exploring expedition, or any of the 
officers, civil or naval, connected therewith. 

Copies of confidential correspondence cannot be 
communicated, or the Department must cease to 
receive communications of this character. I shall 
endeavor to select such official communications as 
respect vou, and send you copies. We have no 
communications that may be considered semi-offi- 
cial. 

I cannot recognise your right to-call for copies of 
all communications in any wise respecting the ex- 
ploring expedition, or of any of the officers, civil or 
naval, (excepting yourself,) connected therewith. 
Of these communications, there are enough already 
upon our files to fill a large volume. The labor of 


copying them could not be performed without the 
aid of additional clerks. 

You, or any person you may think proper to 
depute for that purpose, may have access to this 
voluminous correspondence, not deemed confiden- 
tial, with the liberty of copying such parts as you 
may think proper. 


No doubt, some letters upon 
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this subject have been written, of so little import- 
ance that it has not been deemed necessary to keep 
copies of them. 

Any communications from this Department to the 
President of the United States, with his reply there- 
to, or decision thereon, wherein you are concerned, 
will be copied and communicated. 

You will make such use of any papers to be com- 
municated agreeably to your request, together with 
any part of your official report of the Peacock’s 
cruise in the Pacific and South Sea islands, under 
your command, in the years 1826 and 1827, as you 
may think necessary to vindicate yourself before the 
public, or any other purpose which, in your opin- 
ion, may require their publication. 

1 am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. DICKERSON. 
Com. Taos. Ap. C. Jones, 
Com’g United States Exploring Expedition, 
Washington, D. C. 





Memornanpum.—No. 1. 
WasuineTon, July 2, 1836. 

If it is decided to take the Macedonian for the 
exploring service, the only necessary departure 
from the original plan laid down for her interior 
arrangements, will be the substitution of a poop 
cabin for the commander, in lieu of his usual accom- 
modations on the gun deck; which latter space 
ought to be fitted up with state rooms, say three of 
aside, for the accommodation of the principals of 
the scientific department. These rooms should be 
capacious, and so constructed as to admit both air 
and light freely when in low latitudes, and at the 
same time susceptible of being converted into close 
and warm rooms when in colder regions. 

The two after and one of the forward guns of the 
gun deck on each side, and a like number of the 
spar deck guns might well be dispensed with, with- 
out impairing the efficiency of the ship for this 
particular service, but, on the contrary, by thus 
reducing the armanent, some decided advantages 
would be gained, such as space and comfort to all 
on board, and ease to the ship in heavy weather. 

If the masts, yards, sails, rigging, &c. are not yet 
made or prepared, some reduction in their dimensions 
might be desirable, though not indispensably neces- 
sary. 

The brigs and schooner ought to be expressly 
built for the purpose. ‘They should be well and 
substantially built in every respect, with some extra 
strengthening; such as additional beams, knees, 
thicker plank and copper, &c. and they ought to 
have high quarter decks, or rather half poop decks, 
raised no higher than the railing, but sunk sufficien- 
tly low, and extending far enough forward, to 
atford comfortable accommodation for the commis- 
sioned officers and passed midshipmen, the number 
of whom, however, collectively, ought not to exceed 
eight or nine. 

All of the vessels, both large and small, ought to 
be supplied with the very best boats, and as many 
as they can conveniently carry; some of which must 
be built for the express occasion, and can be better 
built out of, than in, the public yards. 

The principal stock of water ought to be carried 
in metal tanks, more especially on board the small 
vessels. The complement of officers and men, for 
the small vessels, ought to be limited to the purpose 
of safe and comfortable navigation on the long pas- 
sages, with a due allowance for casualties. 

The frigate’s complement need not be put up to 
he full war number, though, as she will have to 
furnish the surveying parties with both boats and 
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men, her crew must not be too much reduced; all 
landsmen, and most of the ordinary seamen, and 
green boys, may be dispensed with; but an addition 
to the established number of petty officers, seamen, 
and mechanics, will be required, and a small guard 
of picked marines, under one chosen officer, will 
be indispensable for the larger ship. 

All the officers, both civil and military, who are 
to be employed in the expedition, ought to be ap- 
pointed forthwith. The commander of the expedi- 
tion ought to be allowed to choose the commanders 
of the other vessels, and these commanders ought 
to have a voice in the choice of their respective 
officers. This is deemed indispensably necessary to 
secure harmony and concert of action throughout, 
without which it is vain and idle to expect even 
tolerable success. The commanders of vessels, and 
the principals of every department of science to be 
organized, ought to be ordered to assemble at New 
York at the earliest practicable day, for the purpose 
of concerting plans for the necessary preparations. 
Shipping articles should be early opened at several 
of the eastern ports, by officers detailed for the explor- 
ing expedition, to ship men for that express service, 
to serve during the voyage, or absence of the ves- 
sels from the United States; but not to be subject to 
land or transfer to other duty. New York affording 
greater facilities for equipping and furnishing vessels 
with every description of stores than any other 
port in the Union, that station ought to be appoint- 
ed the general rendezvous, to which all the vessels 
should be ordered as soon as they can be got there. 

It addition to the mechanics authorized by the 
regulations of the navy, one master shipwright, one 
buat builder, and a master blacksmith, ought to 
accompany the expedition. 

THO. AP CATESBY JONES. 
To the Hon. Secretary or THE Navy. 

P. S. I must insist upon having the Macedonian, 
the two brigs, and one schooner, with a storeship. 
I have just left the President, who has directed me 
to communicate my views to the Hon. Secretary of 
the Navy. 

True copy: 

January 6, 1837. 


> 


JOHN BOYLE, 
C. Clk. Navy Department. 





No. 2. 
Near Prospect Hixt, Va., July 9, 1836. 

Sir: You having requested me to name, at as 
early a day as I could, an officer to fill the station of 
first lieutenant of the Macedonian, I beg leave, most 
respectfully, to say that I find myself ata loss to 
make a choice, until the commanders of the other 
vessels composing the expedition are appointed; for, 
if those vessels are to be commanded by lieutenants, 
which I presume is your intention, the commanders 
should be designated before any selections are made 
of officers of that grade, who are to fill subordinate 
stations: otherwise it may happen that some of the 
commanders might be junior to other lieutenants 
detailed for their appropriate duties; and although 
such an occurrence is not likely to happen on board 
the same vessel, nevertheless, the dissatisfaction 
would be scarcely less, should one officer in com- 
mand be junior to any who are not in commsnd in 
the same expedition. Moreover, on service like 
that in contemplation, (not regular naval service, ) if 
the commander of the expedition is not to have a 
voice in the selection of all officers, it is better that 
the Department should make up the entire detail; 
otherwise there would most assuredly be the Secre- 
tary’s party and the Captain’s party on board at the 
very onset, and thus setting out with discordant ma- 
terials, every operation of the enterprise would be 
paralyzed, and probably totally frustrated, for want 
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of unanimity and concert of action. Under these 
views, [ must decline naming any officer, except 
Master Commandant James Armstrong, who, if 
agreeable to him, I should like to have appointed to 
the Macedonian; and if the office of flag lieutenant 
is recognised by the Navy Department, I request 
that Lieut. Neil M. Howison, who I know would 
gladly accept the service, may be recalled, and ap- 
pointed to that station under me. 
I have the honor, &c. &c. 
THOS. AP CATESBY JONES, 
Capt. U. S. Navy. 
Hon. Manton Dickerson, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
JOHN BOYLE, 
C. Clk. Navy Department. 
No. 3. 
WasnineTon, August 17, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to report my return to this 
place, from Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, 
whither I have been on duty, relating to the South 
Sea Surveying and Exploring Expedition. And 1 
take pleasure in saying that the building of vessels 
and other preparations going on at the aforesaid 
yards are now progressing with spirit and activity. 

Rendezvous have been opened at Baltimore, New 
York, and Boston, for the purpose of recruiting 
men especially for the Exploring Expedition, and 
Lieutenants Tatnall and Pinkham have been ordered 
to visit the principal seaports and fishing stations on 
the coast of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massa- 
chusetts, for the purpose; and other steps are to be 
immediately taken to enlist men, which, it is feared, 
from the great scarcity of seamen now in the coun- 
try, and other causes, there will be some difficulty 
in obtaining in time. 

The period has now arrived when it has become 
absolutely necessary that the commanders should be 
appointed to the several vessels which will compose 
the Expedition. I therefore request, that the offi- 
cers named below may be ordered with as little 
delay as may suit the convenience of the Depart- 
ment. 

Viz: Lieut. Josiah Tatnall, to command a brig. 

‘* Charles H. Bell, do. 
‘s  'T. A. Dornin, the ship at Phila. 

and ‘* A. B. Pinkham, the schr. at N. Y. 

And that these officers be directed to report them. 
selves to the commandants of the yards, where the 
vessels they are respectively to command are build- 
ing. 

{ have the honor to be, most respectfully, &c. 

THOS. AP C. JONES, 
Commanding the Exploring Expedition. 

Hon. Secretary OF THE Navy. 

True copy: JOHN BOYLE, 

January 6, 1837. C. Clk. Navy Depariment. 


True copy: 
January 6, 1837. 





(Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7, were inserted in the Army 
and Navy Chronicle of the 1st ult., and it is unne- 
cessary to repeat them here.] 





No. 8. 
Near Prospect Hitt, Va., Sept. 14,1836. 

Sir: Your letter of the 12th, in reply to mine of 
the 2d inst. was yesterday received. Far be it from 
my disposition or wish to provoke controversy from 
any quarter, but more especially am I unwilling to 
engage in strife with the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy. Nevertheless, a solemn duty, not more oblig- 
atory in justice to myself than to the individuals 
concerned, as well as to the public interest, so far 
as it is allied to the success of the navy, compels me 
to make an effort to disabuse your mind upon cer- 


tain points, undoubtedly arising from misconcep- 
tions, perhaps, on both sides. 

In the first place, then, I must again declare my- 
self innocent of the charge of injustice towards 
Lieuts. Slidell and Wilkes, in saying, as I did say, in 
my letter of the 22d ultimo, ‘* Two of the com- 
manders named by you on that occasion, Lieuts. 
Slidel! and Wilkes, are unquestionably gentlemen 
of high attainments of a peculiar nature, but that 
they are superior, or even equal, as commanders, to 
many of the 102 (I ought to have said 107 and 118) 
lieutenants who stand above them on the Register, [ 
imagine will not be admitted by any officer of the 
navy; and Iam sure that no captain, called to the 
command to which I have been assigned, would, if 
untrammelled in his selection, ever have thought of 
naming either of the above officers as command- 
ers.” Now, sir, I must beg you to particularly ob- 
serve, that my objections, as expressed in the fore- 
going extract, are confined solely to those officers’ 
claims to command over or before their superiors— 
and while I emphatically disclaim every thing like 
want of proper respect for the opinions of the hon- 
orable Secretary, or like injustice to Slidell or 
Wilkes, for both of whom I entertain the kindest 
feelings, I must, nevertheless, adhere to my original 
cpinian, that no captain, himself fit to command, if 
retaining the least particle of ‘‘ esprit du corps,” or 
just regard to equal merit, and faithful and longer 
service, would ever have thought of selecting either 
of the two officers above named, to the total exclu- 
sion of the 107 and 118 seniors, who rank them on 
the official register of the present year. 

Iam also misunderstood as to the commanders I 
have asked for. My letter of the 17th August, is, I 
believe, the first and only one in which I named any 
person or persons as suitable to command the small- 
er vessels of the exploring expedition, and the 
names therein submitted are as follows, to wit: 

Lieut. Josiah Tatnall, to command a brig. 
‘© Charles H. Bell, do do. 
‘s =6T. A. Dornin, the storeship. 

‘¢ A. B. Pinkham, the schr. at N. Y. 

Now, as regards the Pinkhams, they were both 
first proposed by yourself—A. B. as a commander; 
but it certainly never crossed my mind that the 
younger Pinkham could ever have been thought of 
for any station higher than that of second or third 
lieutenant of the frigate, unless the commander of 
one of the smail vessels should apply for him as his 
first; and the injunction which you placed me un- 
der, to select my first lieutenant as high on the list 
as I could, is corroborant of my understanding of 
your views of the subject at the time; and my let- 
ter of the 9th day of July, upon the subject of ap- 
pointments, is further indicative of my own views of 
the relative rights of lieutenants in the navy, which 
I believe will be found as just in practice as tbey are 
unquestionable in principle. But had my own ideas 
or inclinations have been different from what they 
are, the express injunction laid on me by the Presi- 
dent, (when he voluntarily offered me the privilege, 
which, to be sure, I never doubted would be allow- 
ed me, that of choosing not only the officers of my 
oWn ship, but the commanders and all other officers 
of .the navy to be connected with or to serve in the 
expedition,) not to do injustice to meritorious sen- 
iors, by selecting juniors to their prejudice or ex- 
clusion; and in carrying out what I believed to be 
the wish of the Navy Department, as well as my 
own, and that of the President, several weeks were 
employed in scanning the list, and consulting some 
officers at ‘a remote distance from Washington, be- 
fore I ventured to name the commanders asked for 
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upon those officers, I did it from a firm conviction 
that, all things considered, they are well qualified to 
fill the respective stations they are proposed for, 
and that a sufficient time had elapsed for any officer 
in the United States, who desired such service, to 
have urged his claims; and if none have done so, 
the default is theirs, and not mine; and I cannot 
conceive that I can be rightfully accused of injustice 
to any one in making the selections I have, more 
especially,as I cannot be charged with personal par- 
tiality, for itso happens, that, before my choice was 
made, I could scarcely claim acquaintance of more 
than identity of person with any of the four, and 
not even to that extent with two of the number at 
this time. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 
your obedient servant, 

THOS. AP CATESBY JONES. 

Hon. Manton Diexenrson, &c. 

True copy: JOHN BOYLE, 

Jan. 6, 1837. C. Clk. Navy Department. 

No. 9. 
Navy Department, JVov. 5th, 1836. 

Sir: I have received this morning, from the Com- 
missioners of the Navy Board, a copy of a letter to 
them of the 31st ultimo, in which vou say that your 
continuance in command of whe South Sea Exploring 
Expedition is so equivocal, at present, as to render 
it doubtful whether yd can, with due respect to 
the Secretary of the Navy, exercise any further con- 
trol over the outfits of that expedition, until he shall 
finally decide certain points in relation to the offi- 
cers of the expedition. 

As to the appointments of Lieutenants Slidell and 
Wilkes, I thought I had been sufficiently explicit; 
and also as it respects the appointment of Master 
Commandant Armstrong, Lieut. Tatnall, and Lieut. 
Dornin. Lieut. Dornin is already ordered to the 


storeship, and it is intended speedily to appoint 
‘Master Commandant Armstrong, Lieuts. Tatnall 


and Slidell. The decision as tu Lieut. Wilkes will 
be postponed until his return. 

The ships for the Exploring Expedition are now 
all launched, and a speedy decision as to the course 
you will pursue is desired. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
M. DICKERSON. 

Capt. Taos. Ae C. Jones. > 
True copy: 


JOHN BOYLE, 
Jan. 12, 1837. 


C. Clerk. 





No. 10. 
Wasuineton, Nov. 7, 1836. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 5th inst. relating to commanders of the ves- 
sels preparing for the South Sea Surveying and Ex- 
ploring Expedition. 

From the tenor of that letter, I must suppose that 
I misunderstood the President’s conversation with 
me in July, when first invited to the command. I 
believed I was authorized to select the officers for 
all the ships and vessels, or I certainly should not 
have proposed the names of any, and for the rea- 
sons expressed in my letter of the 9th of July, to 
which the Department made no reply. 

The extraordinary character of the service, the 
great responsibility of the principal officer in com- 
mand, the necessity of a perfect confidence between 
him and those commanding the supporting ships, 
induced me to consider the permission which I sup- 
posed the President had given, as not beyond the 
limits of propriety, or in any way encroaching upon 
the just and inviolable rights of the Secretary of the 
Navy, so long as I should confine my selections to 


oe 








merit and qualifications, and a due regard to rank 
and seniority; and especially as I was assured by you, 
in the very onset, that no officer should be assigned 
to any vessel, on whom I should necessarily rely for 
support, who had not my entire confidence as a sea- 
man, and fitness to command. 

I have proposed no one to you as a commander of 
the auxilary ships who is not entitled, by senority, to 
command Lieutenant Slidell; and I objected (when 
{ thought I had the President’s authority to object) 
to his having any situation connected with me in the 
enterprise, for reasons which I had before submitted 
to you. As, however, you deem my objections not 
of sufficient weight to justify you in foregoing 
the advantages you anticipate for the service from 
his literary attainments, I would respectfully suggest 
an arrangement, which I trust will secure the objects 
you have in view, and relieye me from the embar- 
rassment of relying upon one in whose professional 
skill and experience, and turn of mind, I am unwil- 
ling to confide the safety of the ship and crew, and 
the furtherance of my views, or of abandoning the 
command to which I have been called, and made 
some progress in the preparation of. 

I have proposed no one to you for a commander 
who is not Mr. Slidell’s senior and equal, not to say 
superior, in seamanship. Lieut. Glynn, and several 
other applicants, who have, as I understand, your 
confidence, are also his seniors. I would propose, 
then, that those officers already named by both of 
us, be all ordered to the expedition, and let them 
take place or station according to their relative rank 
in the navy. In this position, Mr. Slidell being re- 
lieved from the responsibility and care which 
devolve on the man to whom the fate of a ship and 
crew are committed, would have more leisure, and 
certainly more mental freedom, to give to observa- 
tion, and to narrative of the adventures of the voy- 
age, for which his habits, taste, and acquirements, 
peculiarly qualify him, and which it is understood 
form your chief object in connecting him with the 
expedition. To this arrangement I suppose Mr. 
Slidell would himself scarcely object. 

His just regard for the rights of others forbids 
the supposition that he would wish to supersede his 
superiors in rank, and his equals, at least, in seaman- 
ship and professional acquirements. To supersede 
them, upon the score of his literary attainments, 
would be to sacrifice the essentials in such service 
to extraneous and questionable qualifications. He 
canfwrite as well, if not better, as one of the lieuten- 
ants of a ship, for in that capacity he will have 
much more leisure time; and, as before stated, his 
mind will be disburdened with the (at all times) anx- 
ious cares of a commander. But if the man of 
erudition is preferred to the man of action, in such a 
voyage, the ship, the writer, and the writing, all 
may be lost, as in the case of the unfortuate La Pey- 
rouse; and sciefhce, as well as the public good, be 
sacrificed by placing the rudder of the expedition in 
the hands of ene whose prominent merit is that of 
wielding the pen. Besides, if literary, and not pro- 
fessional qualifications are given preference in such 
a great nautical undertaking as the one in contem- 
plation, what becomes of the spirit of the navy, that 
imparts the bold and hardy character, which must 
be cherished to bring success to enterprise and vic- 
tory to our flag? If the writing of amusing books 
on manners and fashions is to give grade, is to hum- 
ble senior officers below their juniors, is to make the 
nautical skill and experience which are looked to for 
high daring and successful deeds, give way to the 
talent that is better qualified to record than enact 
them, it would seem to me that the very soul which 
should animate a rising navy would be extinguished. 
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These considerations, connected with the indis- 





dence and sympathy of feeling, design, and interest, 
between the principal commander and his aids com- 
manding separate vessels, will, I trust, incline you to 
adopt the arrangement I have suggested. 

Lam willing to relinquish the privilege accorded, 
to appoint the officers of my own ship, if this be 
adopted, and will take any of the junior applicants 
in my own ship to whose lot it may fall, under the 
rule [ have proposed, giving station according to 
rank and seniority, (if fit to command,) I can make 
up any deficiencies I may discover or fear, at any 
time, on board my own ship; but in another vessel, 
in the hands of one either incompetent or unwilling, 
this cannot be done. I hope, sir, you will construe 
this letter as I desire it to be understood, a sugges- 
tion which may open the way to a speedy reconcil- 
iation of every conflicting opinion, and place the 
officering of the expedition upon the principles I 
have ever looked to, fitness of persons, rank, and 
seniority of commission. And if the subject has been 
referred to the President, I respectfully ask that this 
letter may be also submitted for his perusal. 

I have the honor to be, with due respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
T. AP CATESBY JONES. 
Hon. Mauton Dickerson, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

P. S. This letter was prepared before I received 
the communication of the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy of this date, which would seem to supersede 
the necessity of a reply to the honorable Secretary’s 
second letter, of the 5th instant. Nevertheless I re- 
spectfully desire that the foregoing letter may be re- 
ceived as a manifestation of my sincere desire to meet 
the views of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, 
in all measures connected with the exploring expe- 
tion. T. AP C. JONES. 





No. 1l. 
Navy Derartment, Nov. 7, 1836. 

Sir: Anxious asI am to secure the services of 
Lieuts. Slidell and Wilkes upon the South Sea Ex- 
ploring Expedition, yet perhaps it would be an act 
of injustice to them to place them under your im- 
mediate command, knowing as I do the opinion you 
entertain of them; neither of them, therefore, will 
have command under you in this expedition. 

You have named Lieut. Bell and Lieut. A. Pinkham 
for the command of the two smaller vessels. Lieut. 
Pinkham has declined. I will thank you to name 
an officer to take command of the schooner. 

And I will also thank you to name the lieutenants, 
midshipmen, and petty officers you wish ordered 
to the squadron. 

1 am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. DICKERSON. 

Capt. Tuomas Ap C. Jones, 

United States Navy. 
True copy: 
January 12, 1837. 


JOHN BOYLE, C. C. 








MISCELLANY. 





Spinirs on Suir Boarp.—A gentleman, whose 
business is chiefly putting up ship stores for vessels, 
informs the editors of the New York Journal of 
Commerce that now, not one in ten of the American 
vessels which he supplies takes any spirituous 
liquor at all, while the English vessels all take it, 
and in general it amounts to at least half their whole 
bill. The fact is highly creditable to the superior 


morality, and sagacity of our ship owners. 
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We are indebted toa kind friend, an officer in 
the navy of the United States, for the following 
extract of a letter, disclosing—what we believe is 
not generally known—the name of the first Ameri- 
can who displayed the stars and stripes of his coun- 
try inthe Bay of Smyrna. It isa passage from an 
epistle addressed to our correspondent by the gen- 
tleman, a resident of Smyrna, whose name is attach- 
ed to the quotation. — Phil. Gaz. 

**In 1797 I waved, (not personally, to be sure, but 
I caused to wave,) on board the American vessel 
Ann, of Boston, Captain Daniel Savage, the Ameri- 
can starry flag; the very riast that appeared in 
Smyrna, just after a great part of the town (my 
house among the rest) had been burnt. She came 
hither in 127 days from the Danish settlements of 
Tranquebar, on the Corromandel coast, and brought 
to my house a valuable cargo, which I sold to good 
profit. 

** Yours sincerely, &c. &c. 
“JOHN LEE.” 

Suir Lanrerns.—We see it stated ina French 
paper, that a Captain Cannick, in the Danish navy, 
has invented a new species of ‘signal lantern,” 
which is said to be a great improvement on the kind 
of lanterns hitherto used—giving a much more bril- 
liant light. It is based somewhat on the principles 
of the Agrand lamp, without glass, and open to the 
air, the lamp contains a sufficient quantity of oil to 
last many hours. It is not affected by bad weather, 
having been tested during a severe tempest, with 
success. 

Captain Cannick has also applied the same prin- 
ciple to the construction of ‘*deck lanterns,” for 
ships of war, and it is found that eight or ten, placed 
near the centre of the gun deck, will furnish light 
in abundance for the batteries of the largest ships 
of war. The light of these lamps is so secured from 
being acted upon, by external circumstances, that 
it resists the shock produced by the firing of can- 
non—which often extinguishes the light in the ordi- 
nary lanterns.— Boston Mercury. 

Bnitisn Commence, 1836.—The following article 
we take from the annual report to the British board 
of trade, and give it a place in our Gazette, that 
our readers may see, at one view, the great commer- 
cial power of ‘* Old England,” with the means they 
have at hand to man a navy. 

It will be observed that, in their commerce alone, 
they employ 165,583 men and boys, and that in the 
whole commerce of the empire, there is employed 
181,640 seamen and boys. Probably not less than 
15,000 boys are employed in their commercial 
marine; add to this the number of seamen employed 
in their navy, 23,000 men and 3000 boys, and we 
have the astonishing number of 207,640 seamen and 
boys! Weare not left in a state of surprise from 
this statement of the naval power of Great Britain. 
We are willing again to express a hope that Con- 
gress will ere long do something that will ensure to 
the country a full supply of seamen. It is time that 
the subject was brought under their serious con- 
sideration. 

The number of British trading vessels, entirely 
exclusive of the royal navy, is 24,280. The capa- 
city of these vessels is 2,553,684 tons; and they give 
employment to 166,583 men and boys. In addition 
to the immense fleet just enumerated, as actually 
belonging to British ports, the British empire pos- 
sesses 3,570 ships of 215,878 tons, and 15,059 men, 
which belong to her colonies; so that, altogether, the 
country possesses 27,850 merchant vessels, employ- 
ing 81,640 men and boys.—Phil. Gazette. 
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WASHINGTON CITY, sea on Thursday evening. We have been favored 
TWHUMBDAYT, 2. oo 6 5 cdi neccees JANUARY 19, 1837. | by an officer on board with the following list of 





The Court of Inquiry is still in session at Fred- 
erick, and when it will terminate is more than we 
can tell. The correspondents of the Baltimore 
Patriot and the Baltimore Chronicle give daily re- 
ports of its proceedings; but, as they would occu- 
py too much space in our columns, it will not be 
possible for us to copy them. We may feel bound 
to give room to the defence of Generals Scott and 
Gaines. 





The Naval Court Martial, in the case of Lieut. 
Downing, adjourned on Tuesday last. Lieut. R. 
Voorhees, one of the members, was taken sick a few 
days after the court met, and it was consequently 
obliged to proceed without him. 

As soon as the sentence is made known, we shall 
endeavor to obtain a copy of it for publication. 

Having been a witness on the trial, we were ex- 
cluded from hearing the testimony of others, and 
therefore know not what bearing it had in support 
or refutation of the charges. 





Gen. Santa Anna arrived in this city yesterday, 
his secretary, Col. Almonte, having preceded him a 
day or two. They haye taken lodgings at Mrs. 
Ulrick’s. 





We omitted to mention, in our Jast number, that 
the Senate confirmed, on Friday, the 7th instant, the 
nomination of Major W. Gates to his former rank in 
the army, as major of the 1st regiment of artillery. 





EDITGR’S CORRESPONDENCE. 


Fort Jesup, (Lou.) Dec. 23, 1836. 


The 6th regiment of infantry left this place for 
Natchitoches, on their way to Florida, last Monday. 
They left N. on Tuesday, in steamboats. 

Capt. Wheeler, (3d infantry,) with his company, 
(H,) left here last Saturday for the Caddo station, 
where Maj. Riley, with three companies of the 6th, 
has been stationed since October. Maj. R. and his 
command are expected here daily, on their way to 
Florida. This movement is by order of Gen. Gaines, 
at Mobile. 

The dragoons and 7th infantry have left Nacog- 
doches, Texas, for Fort Gibson. The movement is 
by order of Gen. Arbuckle, now commanding this 
frontier. Capt. B. Walker, (3d infantry,) acting 
paymaster, hasjust returned from paying them, and 
reports that they left when he did. 

Lieut. L. Smith, (3d infantry,) has gone to Fort 
Towson, by promotion; and Lieut. Kello is expected 
here soon from that post, by promotion. Capt. 
Bainbridge and Lieut. Barbour, formerly of Fort 
Towson, are now here. 

P. 8. We look with great anxiety to know what 
Congress will do about our pay. The necessaries 
of life are trebled in price, and our pay, remaining 
the same, of course, is so much less, in fact. 





The U. S. ship of the line North Carolina, Com- 
modore Ballard, destined for the Pacific, sailed from 
Hampton roads on Tuesday, 10th instant, and got to 





the officers: 


Henny E. Battarp, Esq., Commodore. 

Lieulenanis—William ©. Nicholson, Thomas O. 
Selfridge, William M. Glendy, A. G. Slaughter, C. 
H. Duryee, J. Noble, Harry Ingersoll, and T. A. 
Hunt. 

Fleet Surgeon—William Swift. 

Purser—Joseph Wilson. 

Chaplain—T. J. Harrison. 

Lieutenants of Marines-—A. H. Gillespie and D. 
C. Powers. ’ 

Master—William Ward. 

Second Master—C. 8. Boggs. 

Commodore’s Secretary—H. Hobbs. 

Professor of Mathematics—J. T. Huston. 

Passed Assistant Surgeons—\. Brinkerhoff and L. 
W. Minor. ~" 

Assistant Surgeon—J. D. Miller. 

Passed Midshipmen—J. R. Sully, H. Walke, J. 
L. Henderson, William H. Brown, and C. F. Mc- 
Intosh. 

Midshipmen—T. E. Baker, R. P. Lovell, James 
S. Biddle, J. L. Hannegan, A. Harvell, R. M. Bow- 
land, T. B. Huger, James S. Ridgely, C. Deas, E. 
Higgins, E. W. Winder, F. Murray, C. Sinkler, W. 
B. Muse, T. L. Kinlock, J. Gould, M. Rush, J. 
Crossan, and W. Van Renssellaer. 

Midshipmen by Commodore’s appointment—S . Mar- 
koe and A. McLaughlin. 

Captain’s Clerk—J. ‘Taylor. 

Boatswain—William Brady. 

Gunner—A. Stevenson. 

Carpenter—A. Jones. 

Sailmaker—'\'. J. Boyce. 

Passenger—Purser S. Forrest, under orders to 
schooner Boxer. 

Capt. T. A. Linton has been ordered as com- 
manding marine officer, and will join the North 
Carolina in the Pacific. 


Lieut. A. D. Macxay.—The Metropolitan of yes- 
terday contains the following well-merited tribute to 
the worth of this Jamented officer, who was lost by 
the blowing up of the steamboat Dolphin: 





‘* By this calamitous occurrence, his country has 
lost a highly-valuable officer, his brother officers and 
a numerous circle of friends a much-valued asso- 
ciate. 

** Graduated with honor at West Point in the year 
1825, he has since been distinguished for his assidu- 
ity and intelligence in the performance of his public 
duties, for the chivalry and purity of his character, 
and for his amiable and gentlemanlike deportment. 

‘Having developed an early partiality and supe- 
rior aptitude for mathematical science, and being 
one of the most accomplished draughtsmen in the 
service, his talents have generally found a more ap- 
propriate field than the quiet duties of garrison, in 
the topographical operations of the national Govern- 
ment, and, it is understood, would have led, on the 
first vacancy, to his transfer, with promotion, to the 
corps of topographical engineers. During the last 
four years, with the exception of a transient tour of 
duty with his company, he has been engaged in the 
important coast survey in progress under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Hassler, where his services, as an assist- 
ant of the first class, were, by that gentleman, held 
in the highest estimation, and relinquished most re- 
luctantly, when the exigencies of the Indian war re- 
quired them with his company in Florida. He was 
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proceeding to the latter duty when he met his mel-! 
ancholy death. ; 

‘*It is high but merited praise of Lieut. Mackay, 
that, in the various public services in which he has 
been engaged, he has uniformly enjoyed the unlim- 
ited confidence and respect of his superiors, and the 
warmest affections of his associates. 

‘¢In this community, where his duties have per- 
mitted him to pass much of his time, he has left many 
attached friends, who deeply deplore his loss, and 
sympathize in the affliction of his amiable widow and 
kindred.” 


From a personal acquaintance with Lieut. M., we 
can freely aver that he was every way deserving as 
an officer and as a man. 





PASSENGERS. 

Cuarteston, Jan. 8.—Per steam packet John 
Stoney, from St. Johns, Florida, Maj. Forsyth, Capt. 
Galt, and Lieut. Green, U. S. army. 

Jan. 12.—Per steam packet Georgia, for Norfolk, 
W. Postell, of the navy; Capt. W. S. Maitland and 
Lieut. J. E. Johnston, of the army. 

Jan. 15.--Per steamer Clarendon, from Wilming- 
ton, via Smithville, N. C., Maj. Fauntleroy, Captains 
Gordon and Beall, and Lieut. Hamilton, of the 2d 
regiment U. S. dragoons. 

New York, Jan. 16.—Per ship Nashville, from 
New Orleans, Mrs. A. R. Thompson. 

Jan. 20.—Per ship Quebec, from London, Lieut. 
C. Wilkes, of the navy. 





New Onveans, Jan. 3.—Per steamer Caspian, 
from Natchitoches, Maj. R. A. Zantzinger, of the 
army. 

Jan. 10.—Per schooner William Bryan, from Tam- 
pa Bay, Maj. Belton, U.S. army; Lieut. Col. Canal, 
Tennessee volunteers; C. G. A. Wilson, Capt. J. H. 
Robert, Lieutenants P. Roberts, T. Burrows, W. J. 
Wicks, and eighty-seven privates. 

Jan. 12.—Per steamer John Linton, from Natchi- 
toches, Maj. B. Riley, Capt. C. Thomas, Dr. C. 
McCormick, Lieutenants J. P. Harrison, J. P. Cen- 
ter, J. S. Worth, J. S. Williams, and three compa- 
nies of United States troops. 





Savannau, Jan. 13.—Per sbip Republic, from 
New York, J. L.. Locke, late of U. 8. army. 








NAVY. 





ORDERS. 

Jan. 12.—Surgeon Thomas Harris, naval asylum, 
Philadelphia; Sailing-master R. S. Tatem, receiving 
vessel, Philadelphia. 

_ Jan. 14.—Passed Midshipman H. French, receiv- 
ing vessel, Boston; Lieutenant N. C. Lawrence, re- 
ceiving vessel, New York. 


oe 


OFFICIAL. 
Navy Department, Jan. 12, 1857. 

The “ General Order” of the 15th November, 
1833, making it the duty of Midshipmen, whether 
passed or not, who had seen sea service, and who 
were not on special duty or furlough, after their 
leave of absence had expired, to repair to the Navy 
Yard near Norfolk, New York, or Boston, to attend 
the naval school, &c. is hereby rescinded. Mid- 
shipmen are not to be admitted, hereafter, to any of 
the naval schools, without the special permission of 
this Department. 





i 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 





WASHINGTON, JANUARY 15, 1837. 


ARMY. 

Lieut Chalmers 2 

Maj. W. Gates 2 

Maj. Gen. Gaines 

Maj. J. D. Graham 

Capt. E. A. Hitchcock 

Paymaster E. Herring 

Capt. H. Smith 

Col. H. Stanton 

Paymaster D. Steuart 

Lieut. G. Waggaman 
NAVY. 

Capt. B. Cooper 

Lieut. T. A. Dornin 2 


J. R. Goldsborough 2 

Lt. L. M. Goldsborough 

Capt. D. Geisinger 

Zachariah Holland 

Capt. L. Kearny 

Capt. B. Kennon 

Dr. W. F. Patton 

Lieut. John Rudd 

James Riddle 

B. F. Sands 

Capt. W. B. Shubrick 

Purser F. B. Stockton 

Com. Warrington 
MARINE CORPS, 


Lieut. D. G. Farragut 2 Lieut. Ed. Lloyd West 


PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 15, 1837. 
: ARMY AND NAVY. 
J. S. Nicholas 


Thomas Turner 
Lieut. James Palmer Capt. A. A. Nicholson 
James Riddle Lieut. H. Hoff 2 
Capt. James Cooper 4 Mid. James M. Frailey 
N. G. Bay Lieut. Geo. Beryman 











PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 





IN SENATE. 
WepwneEspar, Dec. 28. 


Mr. RuGG.es presented the memorial of John H. 
Hall, of Harper’s Ferry, stating that he has effected 
important improvements in the construction of fire- 
arms, and asking remuneration for his great expen- 
diture of time and money on that object: referred 
to the € »mmittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Kent presented the memorial of Dr. Boyd 
Reilly, asking the patronage of Congress for a vapor 
bath invented by him: referred to a select commit- 
tee, consisting of five members. 

Mr. Rueexes submitted the following resolution, 
which lies one the table on day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king provision by law for constructing suitable fortifi- 
cations in Portland harbor, at the mouths of Ken- 
necbec, Penobscot, and St. Croix rivers, and at any 
other points on the coast or interior frontier of the 
State of Maine, requiring works of defence. 

Mr. Davis submitted the following resolution, 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing the Jaws which impose twenty cents a month 
upon seamen as hospital money. 

The bill from the House making an appropriation 
for the snppresion of Indian hostilities, was read twice 
and referred. 





Tuurspay, Dec. 29. 


A message was received from the President of the 
United States, by Mr. Andrew Jackson, jr. his Sec- 
retary, enclosing a report from the Secretary of the 
Navy, made in compliance with the resolution of the 
26th instant; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Wricut, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which it had been referred, from the House, re- 
ported without amendment, the act making appro- 
priations for the suppression of Indian hostilities. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, Dec. 28. 


On motion of Mr. Cuampens, of Penn. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on 
the Library to consider the expediency of reporting 
a bill providing for the engraving and publication of 
copies of the various medals struck in relation to im- 
portants events in the United States, before and 
since the declaration of independence, with an ac- 
count or statement of the events or occasion which 
said medals were designed to commemorate. 

Mr. McKennaw submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House what sums, if any, have been 
claimed by the respective disbursing officers of that 
Department, and what sums lave been allowed them 
in the settlement of their accounts for difference of 
exchange on moneys paid out by them since the Ist 
of December, 1835, giving the names of the officers, 
the sums disbursed by each, and the place where 
the disbursements were made. 

Mr. Love submitted the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House the survey and examination 
made of a harbor at the east end of Lake Erie, con- 
necting the present harbors of Buffalo and Black 
Rock; together with his opinion of the practicabili- 


ty and necessity in regard to the increasing com- 
merce upon that lake. 

On motion of Mr. Howarp, 

Resolved, That the Committe on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a naval academy. 

On motion of Mr. Prersoy, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish to this House a copy of the report of 
General Barnard, of his examination, with a view to 
the connexion of the river Ohio with the waters of 
Lake Erie. Also, a copy of the report of Colonel 
Kearney, of his survey for a canal from the mouth 
of Big Beaver, in Pennsylvania, to the mouth of Elk 
creek, and to the bay of Presque Isle. 

Mr. Harp submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for granting to each of the disbanded 
officers who served in the late war with Great Brit- 
ain, a quantity of land, according to rank, as a re- 
muneration for sacrifices and services rendered by 
them in that war. 

Mr. Wicttams, of N. C., opposed the resolution, 
because it held out a delusive promise to the soldiers 
of the last war. He thought it entirely inconsistent 
with the duty which they owed to the people of the 
couutry, to grant land to officers according to the 
terms of this resolution. He asked what claim had 
these officers upon the Government for a grant of 
this kind? Were they promised land? or were they 
induced to believe that a bounty of this kind would 
be granted to them? There was no promise made, 
and why hold out this hope to them? He thought 
they might extend a bounty of this kind to those who 
were more needy. He thought there were many 
persons much more deserving, on the score of neces- 
sity, than those officers; and he hoped, if the subject 
was referred to a committee, the committee would 
reject it. 

Mr. Harp hoped, as this was a resolution simply 
to inquire, that gentlemen would not oppose it. 
This subject had been twice favorably received by 
the House on former occasions, and he trusted that 


now, when the Treasury was overflowing, and they 
did not know how to dispose of its surplus money, 
Government would show its liberality to this meri- 
torious class of citizens. 

Mr. Mann thought the officers of the late war as 
meritorious a body of men as were the officers of any 
other war. It would be recollected by the House 
and the country, that Congress acted liberally to- 
wards the officers and soldiers of the Revolution. He 
alluded to the legislation in relation to officers of the 
Virginia line; and said that Congress had granted 
bounty land to the soldiers of the revolutionary war; 
but they refused it to the officers of the late war. 
He did not, however, mean to say that he would be 
in favor of granting land to those officers; but he 
did say that he was in favor of an inquiry being made 
into the propriety of it, so as to give the House all 
the information which could be obtained. Then it 
would be time enough so decide on the main question. 
Mr. Hanrpin remarked, that it was well known 
that the soldiers of the Revolution got remarkably 
bad pay. They were paid in depreciated money, 
and to induce them to go into the service, or to 
remain in it when there, the Virginia line were 
promised bounty land by the State of Virginia. 
After the war, Virginia ceded all her public lands 
to the United States, thereby making herself unable 
to fulfil her engagements with these soldiers; con- 
sequently, Congress passed acts granting recom- 
pense to those officersfand soldiers. The officers 
of the late war were paid in a sound and substantial 
currency, sometimes in gold and silver, sometimes 
in bank paper, and sometimes in Treasury notes. 
Besides this, they got additional pay for rations and 
servants’ hire; and hence it was that a major general 
of the last war managed to draw upwards of six 
thousand dollars in the course of the year, as Mr. II. 
could show by documents in the proper Depart- 
ment. He did not then consider that they were 
under any obligations to those officers. No pro- 
mise had been made to them-—-no assurance had 
ever been given that they should receive bounty 
lands. Mr. H. concluded by saying, that if they 
once commenced this system of giving away land, 
he ventured to say that they would have no trouble 
in getting rid of all the surplus revenue, and that 
they need not trouble themselves in inquiring what 
amount of reduction in the tariff was necessary. 

Mr. Craie did not think they should hold out any 
inducement to those officers. Ue then proceeded 
to show the difference between the case of those 
officers and the officers of the Virginia line, and 
concluded by moving to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. Caamners, of Kentucky, asked for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, and were—yeas 119, 
nays 71. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The engrossed bill, making appropriations for the 
suppression ‘of Indian hostilities, was read a third 
time and passed. 





Tuurspay, Dec. 29. 

The SreaxeEr laid before the House a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to a 
resolution of the 26th instant, directing that officer 
to communicate the report of the Naval Commis- 
sioner who had been recently engaged in an exami- 
nation of the navy yard at Pensacola; which, on 
motion of Mr. Wuuire, of Florida, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. Love, the vote of the House, 
by which the following resolution, submitted yes- 





terday by his colleague, was rejected, was reconsid: 


Fe Ae ea 


be tnt cc sitchin: SOE 





sane 
hey 
ney, 
1eri- 


ras 
any 
ouse 
y to- 
He 
f the 
nted 
war; 
war. 
d be 
it he 
made 
se all 
én it 
stion. 
nown 
kably 
oney, 
or to 
were 
ginia. 
Tends 
nable 
; con- 
ecom- 
ficers 
tantial 
times 
notes. 
ns and 
eneral 
of six 
Mr. HI. 
epart- 
- were 
|O pro- 
ce had 
bounty 
if they 
y land, 
trouble 
nd that 
g what 
ry. 
out any 
ceeded 
f those 
ne, and 
on the 


he yeas 
eas 119, 


s for the 
| a third 


ymMunica- 
wer to a 
t officer 
Commis- 
in exami- 
‘hich, on 
ferred to 
ed to be 


e House, 
tted yes 
reconsid: 





a age hy Ae} 
Pe i nh ni ia oh Se ah Dis Ta 


3° eae waite ie bale Std 


ARMY AND 


NAVY CHRONICLE. 


47 














o——— 








ered, and the consideration of the resolution post- 
poned till Wednesday next: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for granting to each of the dis- 
banded officers who served in the late war with 
Great Britain, a quantity of land, according to rank 
as a remuneration for sacrifices and services render- 
ed by them in that war. 





Fripay, Dec. 30. 


Mr.Jarvis, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reported a bill, accompanied by a report in writing, 
to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to pur- 
chase the stock of the Bank of the United States 
belonging to the Navy Pension Fund, and for other 
purposes; which bill was committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 





Saturpay, Dec. 31. 

Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, said that a few days 
since, a gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Law- 
rence) had made a reference to the Committee on 
Commerce, in relation to the city and port of Bruns- 
wick, in Georgia. In connexion with that subject, 
Mr.D. held in his hand some interesting information, 
in relation to the growing importance of that place, 
and such information as would go to show that the 
State of Georgia has on her shore one of the best 
harbors and ports on the south Atlantic coast. He 
therefore begged leave to present it to the House, 
and asked that it should be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed; which 
was smeeeseagey ordered. The document contained 
the report of the commissioners appointed by the 
Legislature of Georgia to examine the harbor of 
Brunswick, and the survey of Mr. Baldwin of the 
canal and railroad leading to Brunswick. 


[ 








— 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


SEMINOLE WAR. 
From the Globe of Januury 17. 

We lay before our readers extracts from two let- 
ters, dated 23d December, recently received at the 
War Department, from Maj. Gen. Jesup: 

Fort Brooke, Dec. 23, 1836. 

Sir: After writing to you on the 18th instant, I 
ascertained from my Indian scouts and spies, whom 
1 had kept constantly employed in scouring the 
country that nota sign of hostile Indians could be 
discov:red at or near any of their strongholds on the 
Withiacooche. All the trails are in a southeasterly 
direction, and Powell, if he has not been deserted 
by his followers, has probably determined to draw 
the war into the neighborhood of Micanopy, Jumper, 
and Philip, to compel them to adhere to him with 
their warriors. 

As the enemy could not be found where we ex- 
pected him, and the term of service of the Tennes- 
see volunteers having expired, I determined to avail 
myself of the movement of that corps to send the 
wagon train to Tampa Bay, for supplies for the de- 
pots which I had found it necessary to establish. 

I left Brig. Gen. Armistead in command of the 
forces on the Withlacooche, with orders to scour 
the country from Fort King to that river, and to 
take the most active measures to find the enemy; 
and I came through, with a small escort, to Fort 
Foster, for the purpose of designating the points to 
be occupied as depots, in addition to those already 
established. ‘ 

I have ordered Lieut. Col. Foster to erect a work 
on the Withlacuoche, at the place where the Fort 
King road crosses it. It will be completed in a few 








days, anda on train will leave here to-morrow, 
to supply it with subsistence, forage, tools, &c. 
Learning, by express from Col. Henderson, of the 
arrival of Com. Dallas, I came hither to arrange with 
him a plan of combined operations for the campaign. 
He is several miles below, but I expect him here to- 
day. 

I have established an abundant depot at Fort Fos- 
ter, twenty-five miles in advance of this place; the 
fort which Lieut. Col. Foster is erecting on the 
Withlacooche is twenty-nine miles in advance of 
Fort Foster. Fort Armstrong is fifteen miles fur- 
ther north, near the point where the road from 
Volusia unites with the road to Fort King; the two 
latter posts command the principal retreats of the 
enemy on the Withlacooche. These posts, with 
that near the mouth of the Withlacooche, and that 
at Volusia, will be sufficient for the present. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your ob’t serv’t, 

T. S. JESUP. 


Heap Quarrenrs, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 
Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, Dec. 23, 1836. 


Sir: Since I wrote to you this morning, Com. 
Dallas has arrived, and has offered to furnish men 
from the ships of war under his command to defend 
my depots, and to perform any other service at the 
posts, or in water expeditions, ®@hich the public 
interests may render necessary. 

The Commodore has acted, on this occasion, with 
the same disinterested and magnanimous zeal which 
distinguished his conduct during the Creek cam- 

aign. 

r His co-operation, which I most readily accept, will 
relieve me from many embarrassments, and will en- 
able me to take the field several days sooner than I 
had hoped. He will send an officer, witha party of 
sailors, to ascertain the practicability of navigating 
the Withlacooche, and will furnish the force to gar- 
rison Fort Clinch, on that river. 

You shall not be disappointed in my efforts, though 
you may be in their results. The country is so ex- 
tensive, and contains so many hiding places for 
large as well as small parties, that the enemy may 
escape me. , 

Maj. Nelson, with a battalion of four companies of 
mounted volunteers, from Georgia, arrived and re- 
ported this evening. He came through direct from 
Fort Clinch to this place. Two companies of his 
battalion were retained by Brig. Gen. Wool in the 
Cherokee country. The four companies here amount 
to about two hundred men; these, with the Alaba- 
ma volunteers, will make my mounted force near 
five hundred men. ; 

Iam greatly embarrassed by the difficulty of ob- 
taining laborers, drivers, and artificers. If the war 
should not be brought to a close in a few weeks, I 
shall send to Cuba for mule drivers, and to New 
Jersey for artificers and laborers. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your ob’t serv’t, 

TH. S. JESUP. 

The Hon. B. F. Butuer, 

Secretary of War, Washington City. 

Winpts or DeLtawaRe RIVER AT PHILADELPHIA. — 

On the 17th of January, 1837, the river Delaware 
was carefully measured with a four pole chain, on 
the ice, from the end of the wharf at English’s 
(late Daniel Cooper’s) ferry, in Camden, to the end 
of the wharf at Burr’s (Blight’s) ferry, south side of 
Market street, in Philadelphia, by Richard W. 
Howell and Josiah Harrison, Esqrs. of Camden, and 
was ascertained to be 54 chains and 50 links, being 





224 rods short of three quarters ofa mile. 
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Szamen.—The Bangor Whig makes the following 
just remarks in reference to the tax levied upon our 
seamen for ‘‘hospital money,” suggested by the re- 
cent motion in the Senate, by Mr. Davis, of Massa- 
chusetts, in relation to this subject: 

‘With a Treasury overflowing, and with every 
means at hand for providing for the wants and the 
comfort of sick and disabled seamen, we have al- 
ways considered it a most miserly thing for the 
United States to exact of seamen a pittance for the 
support of marine hospitals. The poor sailor, who 
works like a dog, is deprived of a portion (a small 
portion it is true) of his monthly earnings to support 
an hospital, that he may, if brought to death’s door 
in after life, enjoy the benefits of a shelter anda 
physician. Seamen, doubtless, cheerfully pay this 
amount, as a kind of insurance against suffering, but 
how much more creditable would it be to our Gov- 
ernment, how practically philanthropic, if these 
hospitals were supported at the expense of the na- 
tion. We do not hesitate to appropriate money for 
the relief of the blind, of the deaf and dumb, of the 
insane, of the poor and destitute and sick, on the 
fand—and it is to our great credit; nor should we 
hesitate to bestow relief to the poor sailor, who, con- 
sidering the manner of his employment, his low 
wages, and the /and-sharks who constantly hover 
around his bark, is as little prepared as any class 
we have named, to lay up treasure for a rainy day. 
We are happy to see that this subject has been 
brought to the attention of Congress and the country, 
by the able Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. Davis. 
We trust he will succeed in effecting a change in 
the existing order of things.” 





Caprain Bacx.—Authentic news has reached 
the English Admirality from this fearless navigator, 
up to August 1, when he was in lat. 62, long. 71, 
in Hudson’s Straits. There was much thick ice on 
the coast. Our readers are aware that he is in the 
ship Terror, and that his destination is Wager river, 
on the western shore of Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome. 
He is there to ascertain the most convenient place 
for transporting boats and stores across the inter- 
vening isthmus; and, having placed his ship in se- 
curity, he is to proceed with the resources thus 
placed at his command, both north and west along 
the shores of Regent’s inlet, to connect the point 
whence he will thus start both with Hecla and Fury 
Strait and Point Turnagain. 





Nationa Presents.—We have seen the swords, 
manufactured in pursuance of the resolution of Con- 
gress passed February 13th, 1835, for presentation 
to the offieers engaged under Colonel Croghan in 
his gallant and memorable defence of Fort Steven- 
son. They are six in number, being intended for 
the oldest male representative of Lieutenant Benja- 
min Johnson, Captain James Hunter, Lieutenant Cy- 
rus A. Baylor, John Meek, and Ensign Joseph Dun- 
can, and the nearest male representative of the late 
Ensign Edmund Shipp, and were all made by Mr. 
Robert Keyworth, of Washington city, who has re- 
flected credit on the state of art in the District, by 
the very handsome manner in which he has execu- 
ted these costly presents. 

The swords, with the exception of the names, are 
of a similar pattern. The handle and scabbard are 
of solid gold, richly chased. In form the handle re- 
sembles a cross, with flat sides, on one of which is 
the word ‘‘ Sandusky,” surrounded by rays in bright 
relief. On the adverse isa plain scroll for the in- 
scription, and on the sides thirteen stars, on a ground 
of frost work. The knob at the end has on one side 
a shield of the United States, and the figures 


| 





‘© 1813;” and the other a military scroll surround- 
ing the letters ‘*U. S.” The guard is formed of 
rich foliage work; and on an ivy leaf, in the centre, 
appears the word ‘* Croghan,” in relieved letters. 
The similar leaf, on the opposite side, being inscri- 
bed in like manner with the name of the officer for 
whom the sword is intended. The blade is richly 
ornamented, and bears in bright letters the name of 
each officer, with appropriate ornaments. Though 
the work has neither all the high finish nor elegance 
of design about it which we have observed in similar 
presents, it has an appearance of plain yet costly 
solidity, in good taste, and characteristic of the pur- 
pose and the occasion. — Metropolitan, Jan. 16. 





Carr. Jones anv Lizut. Suipett.—We have re- 
ceived a communication from Capt. Jones, in rela- 
tion to the aspersions thrown oi him by a recent 
publication made by Biutenant Slidell, which, from 
the length of the official correspondence appended, 
we are under the necessity of postponing until some 
opening in the Congressional business will enable us 
to publish it without breaking the chain of daily pro- 
ceedings. We probably shall be able to present the 
Commodore’s defence of himself before the public 
in the course of a week.—Globe, Jan. 11. 





FrevERicKsBuRG, (Va.) Jan. 6. 
Lieut. Col. Harney, Maj. Fauntleroy, Captains 
Bean and Gordon, and Lieut. Hamilton, of the 2d 
dragoons, passed through town this week, on their 
way to Florida, to join the detachment of that regi- 
ment ordered to the seat of war.--rena. 


_- 


We have frequently had occasion to notice the 
want of knowledge or (we should rather say) the 
gross ignorance of the London and Paris press in all 
matters and things relating to this country or its 
prominent citizens. We have never, however, met 
with any thing which surpassed the following para- 
graph in stupidity and ignorance. It purports to 
have originated in the Paris Sun of the 8th of No- 
vember.—JV. Y. Gazette. 


Mr. Lewis Cass, the new American Minister at 
Paris, left New York the 10th October, to enter upon 
his office, via London. Mr. Cass has served his 
country, either in a civil or military capacity, during 
30 years. From 1806, he was a member of the 
Legislature of Ohio; from 1808 to 1813, a Marshal 
of the court of the United States, in which capacity he 
took an active part in the war of 1812 to 1815 against 
England; he at that time served under the command 
of General Harrison. From that period he had fre- 
quent relations with the savage tribes of the west, 
and was charged to conclude treaties with several of 
them. In 1820, he personally directed an expedi- 
tion into the interior of the country, and made 
known the sources of the Mississippi. In the course 
of this journey he established connexions with some 
other Indian tribes. He was during fifteen years 
Governor of Michigan. In 1831 he was appointed 
Minister of War, which office he has occupied near- 
ly up to the present period. Mr. Cass is one of the 
most distinguished of General Jackson’s party, al- 
though he has kept aloof from party quarrels. Had 
he placed himself among the candidates for the Pres- 
idency, as he had been solicited, he would have 
been a formidable anatagonist for Mr. Van Buren. 
Of all men living, Mr. Cass has, perhaps, had the most 
frequent relations with Indian tribes, and has the 
greatest knowledge of their manners and idioms. 
He is the author of many esteemed works upon this 
subject. 
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